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In the vein of Not Without My Daughter, Stolen: Escape from Syria is a
memoir recounting a mother's crusade to rescue her kidnapped daughter
from her abusive ex-husband during the tumultuous days of the Arab
Spring

In the middle of one of the worst civil wars in Syria's history, Louise Monaghan
walked across a heavily guarded border to save her six-year-old child from the
father who had callously snatched her from her home in Cyprus. Fearing for her
daughter's future under the oppressive Sharia law, the Irish mother returned to
her ex-husband, Mostafa Assad, to bide her time until she could escape with her
daughter.

Once in his homeland, she too was held captive, locked inside a run-down house
with little food and no hope of deliverance. Severely beaten by Mostafa —she
was even left unconscious on the ground in front of their child—she and her little
girl miraculously escaped.

This suspenseful account will pull at your heartstrings, enveloping you in
harrowing events that no mother would dare imagine and culminating with the
triumphal feats this mother achieved. Smuggled across a heavily patrolled
mountain range in the dead of night through bomb attacks and sniper fire,
Monaghan and her daughter speak to the transcendent bond between mother and
child.
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In the vein of Not Without My Daughter, Stolen: Escape from Syria is a memoir recounting a mother's
crusade to rescue her kidnapped daughter from her abusive ex-husband during the tumultuous days
of the Arab Spring

In the middle of one of the worst civil wars in Syria's history, Louise Monaghan walked across a heavily
guarded border to save her six-year-old child from the father who had callously snatched her from her home
in Cyprus. Fearing for her daughter's future under the oppressive Sharia law, the Irish mother returned to her
ex-husband, Mostafa Assad, to bide her time until she could escape with her daughter.

Once in his homeland, she too was held captive, locked inside a run-down house with little food and no hope
of deliverance. Severely beaten by Mostafa —she was even left unconscious on the ground in front of their
child—she and her little girl miraculously escaped.

This suspenseful account will pull at your heartstrings, enveloping you in harrowing events that no mother
would dare imagine and culminating with the triumphal feats this mother achieved. Smuggled across a
heavily patrolled mountain range in the dead of night through bomb attacks and sniper fire, Monaghan and
her daughter speak to the transcendent bond between mother and child.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Part thriller adventure, part tender mother-child drama, this memoir dramatizes today’s Middle East conflict
through the author’s personal experience of capture and rescue. Divorced from Mostafa Assad, her abusive
Syrian husband, Irish-born Catholic Monaghan focuses her life on their lovely six-year-old daughter, May.
Then, after Assad kidnaps May from their home in Cyprus, Monaghan travels to war-torn Syria, pretends
that she wants to make a go of their marriage, and suffers brutal abuse as his prisoner while she tries to plan
an escape with her child. Always on her cell phone, she is in close contact with her loyal sister in Dublin and
with the Irish consulate in Damascus, but many officials look the other way. Some smugglers help, but
others take her money and abandon her. Eventually, though, with support from many sides, Christian and
Muslim, she does finally make it across the border with her child. Set against the horrors of civil war, the
domestic conflict brings home the personal suffering and the courage behind the news images. --Hazel
Rochman

Review

“This is a courageous, and ultimately engrossing, story of a woman's quest to bring her daughter back to
safety.” ?Kirkus Reviews

“In this intense memoir, Monahan undertakes a terrifying journey to rescue her daughter following the
child's kidnapping by her father. Their treacherous trek out of war-torn Syria into Lebanon to safety was
suspenseful. But it is the staggering physical and psychological abuse Monahan suffered during her
relationship with her ex-husband Mostafa that is the most disquieting aspect of her narrative. A native of
Ireland and a successful sales consultant, Monahan was living in Cyprus when she met her future husband.
Early on there were signs of trouble: At one point Mostafa nearly killed her--she'd discovered he had a wife
and children in Syria. Still, Monahan continued the destructive relationship and acknowledged the absurdity
of her actions: "It was a stupid way of looking at life, but I knew no other, so I just endured what I had to, as
long as it didn't affect my child." Following the couple's divorce, her ex-husband kidnapped their daughter
taking her into war-ravaged Syria. Monahan bravely recounts this intimate family disaster with hopes her
story will spark discussions about the rights of women in Muslim societies.” ?Publishers Weekly

“An incredible journey to the hell of the Syrian warzone.” ?Sunday World

“Reads like a thriller . . . an extraordinary story.” ?Irish Sunday Independent

About the Author

LOUISE MONAGHAN studied travel and tourism before working as a senior travel consultant. She is now
trying to rebuild her life in Cyprus surrounded and protected by a large group of friends.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Evelyn Roberts:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Stolen: Escape from Syria. You can choose the best
book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book Stolen: Escape from
Syria. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
since from book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known.
About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Margaret Walker:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster.
And you have free time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
it is right. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that Stolen: Escape from Syria to
read.

Michele Stoney:

The particular book Stolen: Escape from Syria will bring that you the new experience of reading a new book.
The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this book very
suited to you. The book Stolen: Escape from Syria is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the
e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Tanya Wilson:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Stolen: Escape from Syria can give you a lot
of buddies because by you considering this one book you have thing that they don't and make a person more
like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer
you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be
great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Stolen: Escape from Syria.
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