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In Bodies in Dissent Daphne A. Brooks argues that from the mid-nineteenth
century to the early twentieth, black transatlantic activists, actors, singers, and
other entertainers frequently transformed the alienating conditions of social and
political marginalization into modes of self-actualization through performance.
Brooks considers the work of African American, Anglo, and racially ambiguous
performers in a range of popular entertainment, including racial melodrama,
spectacular theatre, moving panorama exhibitions, Pan-Africanist musicals,
Victorian magic shows, religious and secular song, spiritualism, and dance. She
describes how these entertainers experimented with different ways of presenting
their bodies in public—through dress, movement, and theatrical technologies—to
defamiliarize the spectacle of “blackness” in the transatlantic imaginary.

Brooks pieces together reviews, letters, playbills, fiction, and biography in order
to reconstruct not only the contexts of African American performance but also
the reception of the stagings of “bodily insurgency” which she examines.
Throughout the book, she juxtaposes unlikely texts and entertainers in order to
illuminate the complicated transatlantic cultural landscape in which black
performers intervened. She places Adah Isaacs Menken, a star of spectacular
theatre, next to Sojourner Truth, showing how both used similar strategies of
physical gesture to complicate one-dimensional notions of race and gender. She
also considers Henry Box Brown’s public re-enactments of his escape from
slavery, the Pan-Africanist discourse of Bert Williams’s and George Walker’s
musical In Dahomey (1902–04), and the relationship between gender politics,
performance, and New Negro activism in the fiction of the novelist and
playwright Pauline Hopkins and the postbellum stage work of the cakewalk
dancer and choreographer Aida Overton Walker. Highlighting the integral
connections between performance and the construction of racial identities,
Brooks provides a nuanced understanding of the vitality, complexity, and
influence of black performance in the United States and throughout the black
Atlantic.
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In Bodies in Dissent Daphne A. Brooks argues that from the mid-nineteenth century to the early twentieth,
black transatlantic activists, actors, singers, and other entertainers frequently transformed the alienating
conditions of social and political marginalization into modes of self-actualization through performance.
Brooks considers the work of African American, Anglo, and racially ambiguous performers in a range of
popular entertainment, including racial melodrama, spectacular theatre, moving panorama exhibitions, Pan-
Africanist musicals, Victorian magic shows, religious and secular song, spiritualism, and dance. She
describes how these entertainers experimented with different ways of presenting their bodies in
public—through dress, movement, and theatrical technologies—to defamiliarize the spectacle of “blackness”
in the transatlantic imaginary.

Brooks pieces together reviews, letters, playbills, fiction, and biography in order to reconstruct not only the
contexts of African American performance but also the reception of the stagings of “bodily insurgency”
which she examines. Throughout the book, she juxtaposes unlikely texts and entertainers in order to
illuminate the complicated transatlantic cultural landscape in which black performers intervened. She places
Adah Isaacs Menken, a star of spectacular theatre, next to Sojourner Truth, showing how both used similar
strategies of physical gesture to complicate one-dimensional notions of race and gender. She also considers
Henry Box Brown’s public re-enactments of his escape from slavery, the Pan-Africanist discourse of Bert
Williams’s and George Walker’s musical In Dahomey (1902–04), and the relationship between gender
politics, performance, and New Negro activism in the fiction of the novelist and playwright Pauline Hopkins
and the postbellum stage work of the cakewalk dancer and choreographer Aida Overton Walker.
Highlighting the integral connections between performance and the construction of racial identities, Brooks
provides a nuanced understanding of the vitality, complexity, and influence of black performance in the
United States and throughout the black Atlantic.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Daphne A. Brooks has developed a truly wonderful way of matching up odd couples, such as Ada Isaacs
Menken and Sojourner Truth, and finding the kinship marks of ‘overlapping diasporas’ in their improbable
but richly informative union.”—Joseph Roach, author of Cities of the Dead: Circum-Atlantic Performance

“Daphne A. Brooks is a brilliant, creative, and original thinker. Because Brooks so adeptly crosses the
disciplinary boundaries of fields as diverse as performance studies, nineteenth-century American literature,
and black studies, Bodies in Dissent is an extraordinary model of interdisciplinary scholarship. Brooks’s
original archival work coupled with her engagement with recent scholarship in cultural studies and studies of
the black Atlantic provides us with a beautifully written exploration and theory of black performance
practices.”—Farah Jasmine Griffin, author of If You Can’t Be Free, Be A Mystery: In Search of Billie
Holiday

“Most powerful and original in [Brooks’s] study is her emphasis on Victorian spectacular culture:
spiritualism, mesmerism and magic, and its influence on expressive and literary forms. Brooks’ wide-ranging
choice of texts and subjects and her unexpected juxtapositions give her analysis a blessedly nonlinear
rhythm.”
(Jayna Brown TDR)

“Vividly detailed and rewarding in its complexity, Bodies in Dissent travels between the cultural landscape
of the antebellum and post-Reconstruction United States and the British stage to make a strong case for
African American spectacle as a means of achieving freedom in the transatlantic world.”
(Lori Harrison-Kahan Modern Drama)

From the Back Cover
"Daphne A. Brooks is a brilliant, creative, and original thinker. Because Brooks so adeptly crosses the
disciplinary boundaries of fields as diverse as performance studies, nineteenth-century American literature,
and black studies, "Bodies in Dissent" is an extraordinary model of interdisciplinary scholarship. Brooks's
original archival work coupled with her engagement with recent scholarship in cultural studies and studies of
the black Atlantic provides us with a beautifully written exploration and theory of black performance
practices."--Farah Jasmine Griffin, author of "If You Can't Be Free, Be A Mystery: In Search of Billie
Holiday "

About the Author

Daphne A. Brooks is Professor of African American Studies, Theater Studies, and American Studies at Yale
University. She is the author of Jeff Buckley’s Grace.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Deborah Brantley:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great and important the book Bodies in Dissent: Spectacular
Performances of Race and Freedom, 1850-1910. All type of book would you see on many methods. You can
look for the internet options or other social media.

Ronald Johnson:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Bodies in Dissent: Spectacular
Performances of Race and Freedom, 1850-1910 book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Paul Day:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you read
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Bodies in Dissent: Spectacular Performances of Race and Freedom, 1850-1910 will
give you new experience in reading a book.

Ruth Lowry:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just seeking the Bodies in Dissent: Spectacular Performances of Race and Freedom, 1850-1910 when you
needed it?
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