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In Contemporary Irish Poetry and the Pastoral Tradition, Donna L. Potts closely
examines the pastoral genre in the work of six Irish poets writing today. Through
the exploration of the poets and their works, she reveals the wide range of
purposes that pastoral has served in both Northern Ireland and the Republic: a
postcolonial critique of British imperialism; a response to modernity,
industrialization, and globalization; a way of uncovering political and social
repercussions of gendered representations of Ireland; and, more recently, a means
for conveying environmentalism’s more complex understanding of the value of
nature.

 

Potts traces the pastoral back to its origins in the work of Theocritus of Syracuse
in the third century and plots its evolution due to cultural changes. While all
pastoral poems share certain generic traits, Potts makes clear that pastorals are
shaped by social and historical contexts, and Irish pastorals in particular were
influenced by Ireland’s unique relationship with the land, language, and
industrialization due to England’s colonization.

 

For her discussion, Potts has chosen six poets who have written significant
collections of pastoral poetry and whose work is in dialogue with both the
pastoral tradition and other contemporary pastoral poets. Three poets are
men—John Montague, Seamus Heaney, Michael Longley—while three are
women—Eavan Boland, Medbh McGuckian, Nuala Ní Dhomhnaill. Five are
English-language authors, while the sixth—Ní Dhomhnaill—writes in Irish.
Additionally, some of the poets hail from the Republic, while others originate
from Northern Ireland. Potts contends that while both Irish Republic and
Northern Irish poets respond to a shared history of British colonization in their
pastorals, the 1921 partition of the country caused the pastoral tradition to evolve
differently on either side of the border, primarily because of the North’s more
rapid industrialization; its more heavily Protestant population, whose response to
environmentalism was somewhat different than that of the Republic’s
predominantly Catholic population; as well the greater impact of the world wars
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and the Irish Troubles.
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In Contemporary Irish Poetry and the Pastoral Tradition, Donna L. Potts closely examines the pastoral
genre in the work of six Irish poets writing today. Through the exploration of the poets and their works, she
reveals the wide range of purposes that pastoral has served in both Northern Ireland and the Republic: a
postcolonial critique of British imperialism; a response to modernity, industrialization, and globalization; a
way of uncovering political and social repercussions of gendered representations of Ireland; and, more
recently, a means for conveying environmentalism’s more complex understanding of the value of nature.

 

Potts traces the pastoral back to its origins in the work of Theocritus of Syracuse in the third century and
plots its evolution due to cultural changes. While all pastoral poems share certain generic traits, Potts makes
clear that pastorals are shaped by social and historical contexts, and Irish pastorals in particular were
influenced by Ireland’s unique relationship with the land, language, and industrialization due to England’s
colonization.

 

For her discussion, Potts has chosen six poets who have written significant collections of pastoral poetry and
whose work is in dialogue with both the pastoral tradition and other contemporary pastoral poets. Three
poets are men—John Montague, Seamus Heaney, Michael Longley—while three are women—Eavan
Boland, Medbh McGuckian, Nuala Ní Dhomhnaill. Five are English-language authors, while the sixth—Ní
Dhomhnaill—writes in Irish. Additionally, some of the poets hail from the Republic, while others originate
from Northern Ireland. Potts contends that while both Irish Republic and Northern Irish poets respond to a
shared history of British colonization in their pastorals, the 1921 partition of the country caused the pastoral
tradition to evolve differently on either side of the border, primarily because of the North’s more rapid
industrialization; its more heavily Protestant population, whose response to environmentalism was somewhat
different than that of the Republic’s predominantly Catholic population; as well the greater impact of the
world wars and the Irish Troubles.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Professor Potts’s study, with its emphasis on place and place studies, the role played by nature in human
and moral development, and its explorations of ecopoetry and ecofeminism, provides us with a new
methodology for reading the works of contemporary writers that places their work at the centers of wider
political, cultural, moral and ecological debates.”—Eamonn Wall, author of Writing the Irish West:
Ecologies and Traditions

About the Author

 

Donna L. Potts is Professor of English at Kansas State University and the author of many articles on Irish
poetry, as well as Howard Nemerov and Objective Idealism: The Influence of Owen Barfield (University of
Missouri Press). She lives in Manhattan, Kansas.

 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bethany Eng:

The book Contemporary Irish Poetry and the Pastoral Tradition can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book
Contemporary Irish Poetry and the Pastoral Tradition? A few of you have a different opinion about guide.
But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along
with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of
these. Book Contemporary Irish Poetry and the Pastoral Tradition has simple shape nevertheless, you know:
it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve.
So it is very wonderful.

Joshua McIntosh:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Contemporary Irish Poetry and the
Pastoral Tradition reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which
might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism Contemporary Irish Poetry and the
Pastoral Tradition as good book not just by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can
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break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!?
Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Sylvia Kirby:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you go through a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Contemporary Irish Poetry and the Pastoral Tradition will give you a new experience in looking at a book.

Billy Smith:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Contemporary Irish Poetry and the Pastoral Tradition can make you truly feel more
interested to read.
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