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It has become conventional to think of urbanism and landscape as opposing one
another—or to think of landscape as merely providing temporary relief from
urban life as shaped by buildings and infrastructure. But, driven in part by
environmental concerns, landscape has recently emerged as a model and medium
for the city, with some theorists arguing that landscape architects are the
urbanists of our age. In Landscape as Urbanism, one of the field's pioneers
presents a powerful case for rethinking the city through landscape.

Charles Waldheim traces the roots of landscape as a form of urbanism from its
origins in the Renaissance through the twentieth century. Growing out of
progressive architectural culture and populist environmentalism, the concept was
further informed by the nineteenth-century invention of landscape architecture as
a "new art" charged with reconciling the design of the industrial city with its
ecological and social conditions. In the late twentieth and early twenty-first
centuries, as urban planning shifted from design to social science, and as urban
design committed to neotraditional models of town planning, landscape urbanism
emerged to fill a void at the heart of the contemporary urban project.

Generously illustrated, Landscape as Urbanism examines works from around the
world by designers ranging from Ludwig Hilberseimer, Andrea Branzi, and
Frank Lloyd Wright to James Corner, Adriaan Geuze, and Michael Van
Valkenburgh. The result is the definitive account of an emerging field that is
likely to influence the design of cities for decades to come.
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It has become conventional to think of urbanism and landscape as opposing one another—or to think of
landscape as merely providing temporary relief from urban life as shaped by buildings and infrastructure.
But, driven in part by environmental concerns, landscape has recently emerged as a model and medium for
the city, with some theorists arguing that landscape architects are the urbanists of our age. In Landscape as
Urbanism, one of the field's pioneers presents a powerful case for rethinking the city through landscape.

Charles Waldheim traces the roots of landscape as a form of urbanism from its origins in the Renaissance
through the twentieth century. Growing out of progressive architectural culture and populist
environmentalism, the concept was further informed by the nineteenth-century invention of landscape
architecture as a "new art" charged with reconciling the design of the industrial city with its ecological and
social conditions. In the late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries, as urban planning shifted from design
to social science, and as urban design committed to neotraditional models of town planning, landscape
urbanism emerged to fill a void at the heart of the contemporary urban project.

Generously illustrated, Landscape as Urbanism examines works from around the world by designers ranging
from Ludwig Hilberseimer, Andrea Branzi, and Frank Lloyd Wright to James Corner, Adriaan Geuze, and
Michael Van Valkenburgh. The result is the definitive account of an emerging field that is likely to influence
the design of cities for decades to come.
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Editorial Review

Review
Shortlisted for the 2017 Urban Design Book Award, Urban Design Group

"Before our cities were grids of asphalt, brick, and steel, they were islands, wetlands, and deserts. For
centuries, urbanism relied on the engineer to reconstruct the natural environment around the built
environment. But in our era of populist environmentalism, urbanism looks more than ever to the landscape
architect. This book reflects on the transformation in which the landscape architect, by adapting human
infrastructure to nature, is really the ultimate urbanist."--Metropolis

"In Landscape as Urbanism, one of the field's pioneers presents a powerful case for rethinking the city
through landscape. Generously illustrated, [the book] examines works from around the world by designers
ranging from Ludwig Hilberseimer, Andrea Branzi, and Frank Lloyd Wright to James Corner, Adriaan
Geuze, and Michael Van Valkenburgh."--ArcSpace

"Rich in bold ideas."--Jared Green, The Dirt blog

"For decades, New Urbanism was the only acceptable form of urban planning in the United States. In the
past 15 years, however, several challengers have appeared on the scene, none bolder than the landscape
urbanism movement. Spearheaded by Charles Waldheim, who chaired the Department of Landscape
Architecture at Harvard's Graduate School of Design (GSD) from 2009 to 2015, the movement and its
protagonists argue that landscape, more than buildings, has fundamentally changed the way cities urbanize in
the 21st century. Waldheim's new book, Landscape as Urbanism . . . reflects on the origins of landscape
urbanism and theorizes about its continued cultural relevance."--Samuel Medina, Metropolis

"Talking about landscape urbanism is more like telling a story than theorizing a practice, and Waldheim tells
this story well, with an authority arising from his key role in developing landscape urbanism. . . . As a history
teacher faced with endless questions from students who love the idea of it but can't really work out what it is,
I am grateful to Waldheim for his new book: Now I can give some readings that have some clarity,
accompanied by great writing."--Julian Roxworthy, Landscape Architecture Magazine

"Charles Waldheim, Irving professor of landscape architecture, advances a theoretical underpinning for
breaching the barriers that have separated urbanism and landscape; the aim is a more coherent view of what
cities can be."--Harvard Magazine

"[A] thorough and highly researched book."--David Sisam, Canadian Architect

"A timely and fascinating book."--National Urban Design Awards 2017

From the Back Cover

"Landscape as Urbanism creates a much-needed intellectual infrastructure for the maturing but still-evolving
field of landscape urbanism. Comprehensive and excellent, this will be an essential volume for urbanists,
architects, landscape architects, and urban designers and planners."--Jane Amidon, Northeastern
University School of Architecture
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About the Author
Charles Waldheim is the John E. Irving Professor and Chair of Landscape Architecture at Harvard
University's Graduate School of Design. He is the author of Constructed Ground, the editor of The
Landscape Urbanism Reader and Case: Lafayette Park Detroit, and the coeditor of Stalking Detroit and
Composite Landscapes, among other books.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Johnson:

The publication with title Landscape as Urbanism: A General Theory has lot of information that you can find
out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new expertise the information that
exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to
understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

James Shipp:

The book untitled Landscape as Urbanism: A General Theory contain a lot of information on that. The writer
explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do
not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author
gives you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can please read on your
smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.

Brett Munoz:

This Landscape as Urbanism: A General Theory is new way for you who has interest to look for some
information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know
or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Landscape as Urbanism: A General
Theory can be the light food for you because the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These
books create itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who
think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot
find any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for
an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life as well as knowledge.

Amber Payne:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books in the top
list in your reading list is definitely Landscape as Urbanism: A General Theory. This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and
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