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This study of perception and misperception in foreign policy was a landmark in
the application of cognitive psychology to political decision making. The New
York Times called it, in an article published nearly ten years after the book's
appearance, "the seminal statement of principles underlying political
psychology."

The perspective established by Jervis remains an important counterpoint to
structural explanations of international politics, and from it has developed a large
literature on the psychology of leaders and the problems of decision making
under conditions of incomplete information, stress, and cognitive bias.

Jervis begins by describing the process of perception (for example, how decision
makers learn from history) and then explores common forms of misperception
(such as overestimating one's influence). Finally, he tests his ideas through a
number of important events in international relations from nineteenth- and
twentieth-century European history.

In a contemporary application of Jervis's ideas, some argue that Saddam Hussein
invaded Kuwait in 1990 in part because he misread the signals of American
leaders with regard to the independence of Kuwait. Also, leaders of the United
States and Iraq in the run-up to the most recent Gulf War might have been
operating under cognitive biases that made them value certain kinds of
information more than others, whether or not the information was true. Jervis
proved that, once a leader believed something, that perception would influence
the way the leader perceived all other relevant information.
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This study of perception and misperception in foreign policy was a landmark in the application of cognitive
psychology to political decision making. The New York Times called it, in an article published nearly ten
years after the book's appearance, "the seminal statement of principles underlying political psychology."

The perspective established by Jervis remains an important counterpoint to structural explanations of
international politics, and from it has developed a large literature on the psychology of leaders and the
problems of decision making under conditions of incomplete information, stress, and cognitive bias.

Jervis begins by describing the process of perception (for example, how decision makers learn from history)
and then explores common forms of misperception (such as overestimating one's influence). Finally, he tests
his ideas through a number of important events in international relations from nineteenth- and twentieth-
century European history.

In a contemporary application of Jervis's ideas, some argue that Saddam Hussein invaded Kuwait in 1990 in
part because he misread the signals of American leaders with regard to the independence of Kuwait. Also,
leaders of the United States and Iraq in the run-up to the most recent Gulf War might have been operating
under cognitive biases that made them value certain kinds of information more than others, whether or not
the information was true. Jervis proved that, once a leader believed something, that perception would
influence the way the leader perceived all other relevant information.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stephanie Rodriguez:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning
books but if you want really feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel.
The particular Perception and Misperception in International Politics (Center for International Affairs,
Harvard University) is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Lori Morgan:

The e-book with title Perception and Misperception in International Politics (Center for International Affairs,
Harvard University) contains a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of advantage
after read this book. This book exist new information the information that exist in this publication
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of
the world. This particular book will bring you within new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-
book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Doyle Swoope:

Why? Because this Perception and Misperception in International Politics (Center for International Affairs,
Harvard University) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but
latter it will zap you with the secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write
the book in such amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still
convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book?
If I were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

June Hargrove:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Perception and Misperception
in International Politics (Center for International Affairs, Harvard University) that give your enjoyment
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preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way
for people to know world a great deal better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be
mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end
up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to
pick Perception and Misperception in International Politics (Center for International Affairs, Harvard
University) become your own personal starter.
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