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"…A compelling and horrifying account of how Polish institutions
intervened and gained command over women’s lives."
—Joanna Regulska, coeditor of Women and Gender in Postwar Europe:
From Cold War to European Union

After the hope and enthusiasm that followed the collapse of Poland’s state
socialism in 1989, political forces that had lain concealed emerged and
established a new religious-nationalist orthodoxy. As the Catholic Church
emerged as a political force in the Polish government, it precipitated a rapid
erosion of reproductive rights, especially the right to abortion, which had been
relatively well established.

In The Politics of Morality, Joanna Mishtal explores this expansion of power by
the religious right, along with the little-studied implications of the new
reproductive governance for women. She examines the contradiction between an
emerging democracy on one hand, and a declining tolerance for reproductive
rights, women’s rights, and political and religious pluralism on the other. At the
same time, women resist these strictures by pursuing abortion illegally, defying
religious prohibitions on contraception, and forming advocacy groups.
Surveillance, control, and abuse of power are persistent themes in this revealing
ethnography, which will speak to scholars of women’s rights, political history,
and Eastern Europe.
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"…A compelling and horrifying account of how Polish institutions intervened and gained command
over women’s lives."
—Joanna Regulska, coeditor of Women and Gender in Postwar Europe: From Cold War to European
Union

After the hope and enthusiasm that followed the collapse of Poland’s state socialism in 1989, political forces
that had lain concealed emerged and established a new religious-nationalist orthodoxy. As the Catholic
Church emerged as a political force in the Polish government, it precipitated a rapid erosion of reproductive
rights, especially the right to abortion, which had been relatively well established.

In The Politics of Morality, Joanna Mishtal explores this expansion of power by the religious right, along
with the little-studied implications of the new reproductive governance for women. She examines the
contradiction between an emerging democracy on one hand, and a declining tolerance for reproductive
rights, women’s rights, and political and religious pluralism on the other. At the same time, women resist
these strictures by pursuing abortion illegally, defying religious prohibitions on contraception, and forming
advocacy groups. Surveillance, control, and abuse of power are persistent themes in this revealing
ethnography, which will speak to scholars of women’s rights, political history, and Eastern Europe.
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Editorial Review

Review

“One of Mishtal’s most important contributions is her analysis of the gendering of biopolitics in Poland and
the ways the Catholic Church has undertaken a politics of morality based on individual surveillance and
political intimidation. Methodologically sophisticated, innovative, and refreshingly free of jargon, this is an
important work.”
—Michele Rivkin-Fish, author of Women’s Health in Post-Soviet Russia: The Politics of Intervention

“Mishtal’s book is a compelling and horrifying account of how Polish institutions intervened and gained
command over women’s lives, and how women have been losing control over who will have access to their
bodies and the circumstances that warrant that access. A must-read for all who are interested in one of the
most contested aspects of transformational politics in Poland—reproductive rights.”
—Joanna Regulska, coeditor of Women and Gender in Postwar Europe: From Cold War to European Union

“One of the many strengths of Mishtal’s study is that she doesn’t just describe a top-down model of
power—she also focuses on everyday women of different economic classes and how they negotiated the
legal and cultural restrictions on abortion and contraceptives. … I have been raving about this book to
anyone who will listen.” —Cosmopolitan Review

About the Author

Joanna Mishtal is an associate professor of anthropology at the University of Central Florida. Her research
examines the politics of gender, focusing on reproductive rights, health, and social policies in Poland, her
native country.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frances Heath:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled Politics of
Morality: The Church, the State, and Reproductive Rights in Postsocialist Poland (Polish and Polish
American Studies) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe
unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then
become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get before. The Politics of Morality:
The Church, the State, and Reproductive Rights in Postsocialist Poland (Polish and Polish American Studies)
giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful details for your
better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will probably be
pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?
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Larry Young:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Politics of Morality: The Church,
the State, and Reproductive Rights in Postsocialist Poland (Polish and Polish American Studies) that give
your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the
world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react to the world. It
can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who
wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you
can pick Politics of Morality: The Church, the State, and Reproductive Rights in Postsocialist Poland (Polish
and Polish American Studies) become your current starter.

Kevin Lewis:

You may spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Politics of Morality: The Church, the State,
and Reproductive Rights in Postsocialist Poland (Polish and Polish American Studies) is simple bringing you
can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to
bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You
can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.

Paul Kennedy:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update
of news. Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just seeking the Politics of Morality: The Church, the State, and Reproductive Rights in Postsocialist Poland
(Polish and Polish American Studies) when you necessary it?
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