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The life and work of Kim Iry?p (1896–1971) bear witness to Korea’s encounter
with modernity. A prolific writer, Iry?p reflected on identity and existential
loneliness in her poems, short stories, and autobiographical essays. As a
pioneering feminist intellectual, she dedicated herself to gender issues and
understanding the changing role of women in Korean society. As an influential
Buddhist nun, she examined religious teachings and strove to interpret modern
human existence through a religious world view. Originally published in Korea
when Iry?p was in her sixties, Reflections of a Zen Buddhist Nun (?n? sudoin ?i
hoesang) makes available for the first time in English a rich, intimate, and
unfailingly candid source of material with which to understand modern Korea,
Korean women, and Korean Buddhism.

Throughout her writing, Iry?p poses such questions as: How does one come to
terms with one’s identity? What is the meaning of revolt and what are its
limitations? How do we understand the different dimensions of love in the
context of Buddhist teachings? What is Buddhist awakening? How do we attain
it? How do we understand God and the relationship between good and evil?
What is the meaning of religious practice in our time? We see through her
thought and life experiences the co-existence of seemingly conflicting ideas and
ideals—Christianity and Buddhism, sexual liberalism and religious celibacy,
among others.

In Reflections of a Zen Buddhist Nun, Iry?p challenges readers with her creative
interpretations of Buddhist doctrine and her reflections on the meaning of
Buddhist practice. In the process she offers insight into a time when the ideas and
contributions of women to twentieth-century Korean society and intellectual life
were just beginning to emerge from the shadows, where they had been obscured
in the name of modernization and nation-building.
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The life and work of Kim Iry?p (1896–1971) bear witness to Korea’s encounter with modernity. A prolific
writer, Iry?p reflected on identity and existential loneliness in her poems, short stories, and autobiographical
essays. As a pioneering feminist intellectual, she dedicated herself to gender issues and understanding the
changing role of women in Korean society. As an influential Buddhist nun, she examined religious teachings
and strove to interpret modern human existence through a religious world view. Originally published in
Korea when Iry?p was in her sixties, Reflections of a Zen Buddhist Nun (?n? sudoin ?i hoesang) makes
available for the first time in English a rich, intimate, and unfailingly candid source of material with which to
understand modern Korea, Korean women, and Korean Buddhism.

Throughout her writing, Iry?p poses such questions as: How does one come to terms with one’s identity?
What is the meaning of revolt and what are its limitations? How do we understand the different dimensions
of love in the context of Buddhist teachings? What is Buddhist awakening? How do we attain it? How do we
understand God and the relationship between good and evil? What is the meaning of religious practice in our
time? We see through her thought and life experiences the co-existence of seemingly conflicting ideas and
ideals—Christianity and Buddhism, sexual liberalism and religious celibacy, among others.

In Reflections of a Zen Buddhist Nun, Iry?p challenges readers with her creative interpretations of Buddhist
doctrine and her reflections on the meaning of Buddhist practice. In the process she offers insight into a time
when the ideas and contributions of women to twentieth-century Korean society and intellectual life were
just beginning to emerge from the shadows, where they had been obscured in the name of modernization and
nation-building.
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Editorial Review

Review
Park's translations of Kim Iryop provide a valuable glimpse of the diversity of individuals that comprise
Korean modernism and Buddhism in the early twentieth century.-- "Religious Studies Review"

Park's important edition of Iryop's writings will interest those readers concerned not only with modern
Korean intellectual history and Korean Buddhism but also with examples of reflective or philosophical
autobiography, experiences of crisis and conversion, and how one singular person responds to her existential
condition.-- "Philosophy East & West"

Review
Park’s important edition of Iry?p’s writings will interest those readers concerned not only with modern
Korean intellectual history and Korean Buddhism but also with examples of reflective or philosophical
autobiography, experiences of crisis and conversion, and how one singular person responds to her existential
condition. (Philosophy East & West)

Park’s translations of Kim Iryop provide a valuable glimpse of the diversity of individuals that comprise
Korean modernism and Buddhism in the early twentieth century. (Religious Studies Review)

About the Author
Jin Y. Park is professor of Asian and comparative philosophy and religion and founding director of the
Asian studies program at American University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Justin Moore:

This Reflections of a Zen Buddhist Nun: Essays by Zen Master Kim Iryop (Korean Classics Library:
Philosophy and Religion) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts
which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This specific Reflections of a Zen
Buddhist Nun: Essays by Zen Master Kim Iryop (Korean Classics Library: Philosophy and Religion) without
we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry
Reflections of a Zen Buddhist Nun: Essays by Zen Master Kim Iryop (Korean Classics Library: Philosophy
and Religion) can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This Reflections of a Zen Buddhist Nun:
Essays by Zen Master Kim Iryop (Korean Classics Library: Philosophy and Religion) having very good
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Linda Yohe:

The ability that you get from Reflections of a Zen Buddhist Nun: Essays by Zen Master Kim Iryop (Korean
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Classics Library: Philosophy and Religion) is the more deep you digging the information that hide inside
words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but
Reflections of a Zen Buddhist Nun: Essays by Zen Master Kim Iryop (Korean Classics Library: Philosophy
and Religion) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way that
can be understood through anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known
enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand
then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this
Reflections of a Zen Buddhist Nun: Essays by Zen Master Kim Iryop (Korean Classics Library: Philosophy
and Religion) instantly.

Susan Dixon:

The particular book Reflections of a Zen Buddhist Nun: Essays by Zen Master Kim Iryop (Korean Classics
Library: Philosophy and Religion) has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book
you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. This articles author makes some
research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
reading this book.

Albert Collins:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will get
wide range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is Reflections of a Zen Buddhist Nun: Essays by Zen Master Kim Iryop (Korean
Classics Library: Philosophy and Religion).
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