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From the 1880s until after World War I, Texas prosecutions for adultery,
fornication, rape, seduction, and sodomy were many, but formal penal code
seemed much too merciful to suit most southerners, who believed in direct and
personal redress of such wrongs. “Unwritten law” seemed to justify the
killing—or at least maiming—of almost anyone who by actual physical contact
or inappropriate comment offended southern notions of female virtue, male
honor, or sanctity of marriage.Illicit sex is the catalyst in all the Texas murder
trials recounted in Sex, Murder, and the Unwritten Law. In each account the
victim, at least in the perception of the defendant, had committed some sexual
impropriety. In every case the defendant opened fire with premeditated intent to
kill. And in all the resulting trials, the defense relied at least in part on unwritten
law.Bill Neal explores the imaginative machinations of defense lawyers who
extricated obviously guilty clients when there appeared no legal basis upon
which to peg a defense. Typically defense attorneys outmaneuvered prosecutors
and judges, whose efforts to rein in excesses met with little success. These
courtroom triumphs and underlying strategies are remarkable to lawyers,
historians, and laypersons alike.
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From the 1880s until after World War I, Texas prosecutions for adultery, fornication, rape, seduction, and
sodomy were many, but formal penal code seemed much too merciful to suit most southerners, who believed
in direct and personal redress of such wrongs. “Unwritten law” seemed to justify the killing—or at least
maiming—of almost anyone who by actual physical contact or inappropriate comment offended southern
notions of female virtue, male honor, or sanctity of marriage.Illicit sex is the catalyst in all the Texas murder
trials recounted in Sex, Murder, and the Unwritten Law. In each account the victim, at least in the perception
of the defendant, had committed some sexual impropriety. In every case the defendant opened fire with
premeditated intent to kill. And in all the resulting trials, the defense relied at least in part on unwritten
law.Bill Neal explores the imaginative machinations of defense lawyers who extricated obviously guilty
clients when there appeared no legal basis upon which to peg a defense. Typically defense attorneys
outmaneuvered prosecutors and judges, whose efforts to rein in excesses met with little success. These
courtroom triumphs and underlying strategies are remarkable to lawyers, historians, and laypersons alike.
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Editorial Review

Review
"One of the most original and interesting studies that I have encountered - a prime example of how history at
the grass roots can increase our understanding of the history of American violence. - RICHARD
MAXWELL BROWN"

From the Inside Flap
From the 1880s until after World War I, Texas prosecutions for adultery, fornication, rape, seduction, and
sodomy were many, but formal penal code seemed insufficiently stringent to southerners, who often sought
other redress. "Unwritten law" seemed to justify the killingor at least maimingof almost anyone who by
actual physical contact or inappropriate comment offended southern notions of female virtue, male honor, or
sanctity of marriage.

Illicit sex is the catalyst in all the Texas murder trials recounted in Sex, Murder, and the Unwritten Law. In
each account the victim, at least in the perception of the defendant, had committed some sexual misconduct.
In every case the defendant opened fire with premeditated intent to kill. And in all the resulting trials, the
defense relied at least in part on unwritten law.

Bill Neal explores the imaginative machinations of defense lawyers who extricated obviously guilty clients
when there appeared no legal basis upon which to peg a defense. Typically defense attorneys outmaneuvered
prosecutors and judges, whose efforts to rein in excesses met with little success. These courtroom triumphs
and underlying strategies are remarkable to lawyers, historians, and laypersons alike.

About the Author

As a practicing criminal lawyer, Bill Neal spent more than four decades frequenting county courthouses in
West Texas and hearing tales of sensational crimes and celebrated trials of bygone years. During law school
Neal was comment editor of the Texas Law Review, and after graduation he served for a year as a briefing
attorney for the Texas Supreme Court. He and his wife, Gayla, live in Abilene, Texas.Gordon Morris Bakken
teaches American history at California State University, Fullerton. He is the author of twenty books as well
as numerous articles and law reviews, book chapters, encyclopedia entries, and book reviews.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Logsdon:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Sex, Murder, and the Unwritten Law: Courting Judicial Mayhem, Texas
Style (American Liberty and Justice). Try to the actual book Sex, Murder, and the Unwritten Law: Courting
Judicial Mayhem, Texas Style (American Liberty and Justice) as your friend. It means that it can to get your
friend when you really feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost everything by the
book. So , let's make new experience and also knowledge with this book.
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John Harris:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this
Sex, Murder, and the Unwritten Law: Courting Judicial Mayhem, Texas Style (American Liberty and
Justice).

Donna Hufnagel:

The reason why? Because this Sex, Murder, and the Unwritten Law: Courting Judicial Mayhem, Texas Style
(American Liberty and Justice) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap
the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic
author who all write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand,
entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having
this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other
book include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay
having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Joseph Lafond:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
than can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need
more time to be read. Sex, Murder, and the Unwritten Law: Courting Judicial Mayhem, Texas Style
(American Liberty and Justice) can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those
short time problems.
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