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The Cambridge History of American Poetry offers a comprehensive exploration
of the development of American poetic traditions from their beginnings until the
end of the twentieth century. Bringing together the insights of fifty distinguished
scholars, this literary history emphasizes the complex roles that poetry has played
in American cultural and intellectual life, detailing the variety of ways in which
both public and private forms of poetry have met the needs of different
communities at different times. The Cambridge History of American Poetry
recognizes the existence of multiple traditions and a dramatically fluid canon,
providing current perspectives on both major authors and a number of
representative figures whose work embodies the diversity of America's
democratic traditions.
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Editorial Review

Review
"... a physically imposing fifty-chapter book, consisting of more than 1300 densely packed pages and
weighing almost four pounds. But this rather daunting volume turns out to be not just an essential addition to
any serious poetry library but an exciting and absorbing reconceptualization of American poetry ... The
History has a lot of possible uses. Individual chapters could be very helpfully assigned to students in
American literature classes. It will make a valuable reference work for when you suddenly need to figure out
who the Connecticut Wits were. Scholars will find new ideas in the chapters dealing with their areas of
expertise (or at least I did in Robin Schulze's discussion of Marianne Moore's cosmopolitanism). The book's
greatest value, however, is in providing a series of orientations - detailed but manageable - to fifty different
permutations of American poetry. For readers with the time, it is enormously satisfying to read it cover to
cover: even the most knowledgeable reader will gain insight into the richness, variety, and surprising
harmony of American poetry."
Rachel Trousdale, Twentieth-Century Literature

About the Author
Alfred Bendixen teaches at Princeton University; he is the founder and executive director of the American
Literature Association. Much of his scholarship focuses on the recovery of unjustly neglected literary texts
and the exploration of neglected genres. He is the author of numerous books on American poetry and
literature, including recent titles such as A Companion to the American Novel (2012); A Companion to the
American Short Story (2010); and The Cambridge Companion to American Travel Writing (2009), co-edited
with Judith Hamera.

Stephen Burt is Professor of English and Director of Undergraduate Studies at Harvard University. His
books of literary criticism and scholarship include The Art of the Sonnet (2010), with David Mikics; Close
Calls with Nonsense (2009), a finalist for the National Book Critics Circle award; The Forms of Youth:
20th-Century Poetry and Adolescence (2007); and Randall Jarrell and his Age (2002), winner of the Warren-
Brooks Award. He is also the author of three full-length books of poetry: Belmont (2013); Parallel Play
(2006); and Popular Music (1999), winner of the Colorado Prize.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eric Chabot:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question due to the
fact just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this The Cambridge History of
American Poetry to read.
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Nelson Gendron:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This The Cambridge History of American Poetry book is readable simply by you who
hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience
without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer regarding The
Cambridge History of American Poetry content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you even
now thinking The Cambridge History of American Poetry is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Tracy Laflamme:

This The Cambridge History of American Poetry is great publication for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having
The Cambridge History of American Poetry in your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already
do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

Frances Drury:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book The Cambridge History of American Poetry
to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing
when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the
feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a book and
examine it. Beside that the e-book The Cambridge History of American Poetry can to be a newly purchased
friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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