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Although Everett Cline can hardly keep up with the demands of his homestead,
he won't humiliate himself by looking for a helpmate ever again--not after being
jilted by three mail-order brides. When a well-meaning neighbor goes behind his
back to bring yet another mail-order bride to town, he has good reason to doubt it
will work, especially after getting a glimpse at the woman in question. She's the
prettiest woman he's ever seen, and it's just not possible she's there to marry a
simple homesteader like him.

Julia Lockwood has never been anything more than a pretty pawn for her father
or a business acquisition for her former fiance. Having finally worked up the
courage to leave her life in Massachusetts, she's determined to find a place where
people will value her for more than her looks. Having run out of all other options,
Julia resorts to a mail-order marriage in far-away Kansas.

Everett is skeptical a cultured woman like Julia could be happy in a life on the
plains, while Julia, deeply wounded by a past relationship, is skittish at the idea
of marriage at all. When, despite their hesitations, they agree to a marriage in
name only, neither one is prepared for the feelings that soon arise to complicate
their arrangement. Can two people accustomed to keeping their distance let the
barricades around their hearts down long enough to fall in love?
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Although Everett Cline can hardly keep up with the demands of his homestead, he won't humiliate himself
by looking for a helpmate ever again--not after being jilted by three mail-order brides. When a well-meaning
neighbor goes behind his back to bring yet another mail-order bride to town, he has good reason to doubt it
will work, especially after getting a glimpse at the woman in question. She's the prettiest woman he's ever
seen, and it's just not possible she's there to marry a simple homesteader like him.

Julia Lockwood has never been anything more than a pretty pawn for her father or a business acquisition for
her former fiance. Having finally worked up the courage to leave her life in Massachusetts, she's determined
to find a place where people will value her for more than her looks. Having run out of all other options, Julia
resorts to a mail-order marriage in far-away Kansas.

Everett is skeptical a cultured woman like Julia could be happy in a life on the plains, while Julia, deeply
wounded by a past relationship, is skittish at the idea of marriage at all. When, despite their hesitations, they
agree to a marriage in name only, neither one is prepared for the feelings that soon arise to complicate their
arrangement. Can two people accustomed to keeping their distance let the barricades around their hearts
down long enough to fall in love?
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
"Melissa Jagears is a stand-out talent! Her fresh new voice is strong, stylish, and makes A Bride for Keeps a
page-turner for anyone who fancies a stirring love story."
-Rosslyn Elliot, author of Fairer Than Morning and Sweeter Than Birdsong

"A Bride for Keeps treats readers to an engaging, prairie romance...delivering a heartwarming, satisfying
read."
-Maggie Brendan, CBA bestselling author of The Heart of the West and The Blue Willow Brides series.

"A Bride for Keeps is just beautiful. It put me in mind of Janette Oke's sweet prairie romances but with a bit
more edge, which I found compelling. . . . I love it."
-Mary Connealy, author of Fired Up

Everett Cline will never humiliate himself by seeking a mail-order bride. Notagain. He's already been jilted
by three mail-order brides and figures a wife just isn't in his future, no matter how much he wishes
otherwise.However, a well-meaning neighbor hasn't given up on seeing him settledand goes behind his back
to bring yet another woman to town for him.

Julia Lockwood has never been anything more than a pretty pawn for her father or a business acquisition for
her former fiance. A mail-order marriagein faraway Kansas is a last resort, but she'll do anything to leave
herlife in Massachusetts and the heartbreak she's experienced there.

Everett doesn't see how a beautiful, cultured woman like Julia could be happysharing his simple life, but he
could really use a helpmate on hishomestead. Determined to prove she's more than just a pretty face, Julia
agrees to a marriage in name only. Faced with the harsh realities oflife on the prairie and hesitant to explore
the tentative feelingsgrowing between them, can Everett and Julia ever let each other--andGod--in long
enough to fall in love?

About the Author
Melissa Jagears, an ESL teacher by trade, is a stay-at-home mother on a tiny Kansas farm with a fixer-upper
house. She's a member of ACFW and CROWN fiction marketing, and her passion is to help Christian
believers mature in their faith and judge rightly. "A Bride for Keeps" is her first novel. Find her online at
www.melissajagears.com.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Adrienne McGinnis:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know that
book is very important normally. The book A Bride for Keeps (Unexpected Brides Book #1): A novel
seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is
very advantages for you. The publication A Bride for Keeps (Unexpected Brides Book #1): A novel is not
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only giving you a lot more new information but also for being your friend when you experience bored. You
can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with all the book A Bride for Keeps
(Unexpected Brides Book #1): A novel. You never sense lose out for everything when you read some books.

Corrine Switzer:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the top
listing in your reading list is definitely A Bride for Keeps (Unexpected Brides Book #1): A novel. This book
that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and
review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Cathy Duran:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
also know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by
book. Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra A Bride for
Keeps (Unexpected Brides Book #1): A novel.

Edward Donnelly:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just searching for the A Bride for Keeps (Unexpected Brides Book #1): A novel when you required
it?
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