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Until the 70s and 80s anthropologists studying different cultures had mainly
confined themselves to the behaviour and idea systems of adults. Psychologists,
on the other hand, working mainly in Europe and America, had studied child
development in their own settings and simply assumed the universality of their
findings. Thus both disciplines had largely ignored a crucial problem area: the
way in which children from birth onwards learn to become competent members
of their culture. This process, which has been called ‘the quintessential human
adaptation’, constitutes the theme of this volume, originally published in 1988.

It derives from a workshop held at the London School of Economics which
brought together fieldworkers who in their studies had paid more than usual
attention to children in their cultures. Their experience and foci of interest were
varied but this very diversity serves to illuminate different facets of the
acquisition of culture by children, ranging in age from pre-verbal infants to
adolescents.

Evolutionarily primed for culture-learning, children are responsive to a rich web
of influences from subtle and indirect as in their music and dance to direct
teaching in the family guided by culture-specific ideas about child psychology.
Some of the salient things they learn relate to gender, status and power, critical
for the functioning of all societies.

The introductory essay provides the necessary historical background of the
development of child study in both anthropology and psychology and outlined
how future research in the ethnography of childhood should proceed. The book
concludes with an annotated bibliography providing a guide to the literature from
1970 onwards.
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Until the 70s and 80s anthropologists studying different cultures had mainly confined themselves to the
behaviour and idea systems of adults. Psychologists, on the other hand, working mainly in Europe and
America, had studied child development in their own settings and simply assumed the universality of their
findings. Thus both disciplines had largely ignored a crucial problem area: the way in which children from
birth onwards learn to become competent members of their culture. This process, which has been called ‘the
quintessential human adaptation’, constitutes the theme of this volume, originally published in 1988.

It derives from a workshop held at the London School of Economics which brought together fieldworkers
who in their studies had paid more than usual attention to children in their cultures. Their experience and foci
of interest were varied but this very diversity serves to illuminate different facets of the acquisition of culture
by children, ranging in age from pre-verbal infants to adolescents.

Evolutionarily primed for culture-learning, children are responsive to a rich web of influences from subtle
and indirect as in their music and dance to direct teaching in the family guided by culture-specific ideas
about child psychology. Some of the salient things they learn relate to gender, status and power, critical for
the functioning of all societies.

The introductory essay provides the necessary historical background of the development of child study in
both anthropology and psychology and outlined how future research in the ethnography of childhood should
proceed. The book concludes with an annotated bibliography providing a guide to the literature from 1970
onwards.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Jahoda is Emeritus Professor of Psychology at Strathclyde University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Velda Thornley:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled Acquiring Culture
(Psychology Revivals): Cross Cultural Studies in Child Development? Maybe it is being best activity for
you. You know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than
before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Anne Shibata:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Acquiring Culture (Psychology
Revivals): Cross Cultural Studies in Child Development guide written by well-known writer who knows well
how to make book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner
for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation
Acquiring Culture (Psychology Revivals): Cross Cultural Studies in Child Development as good book not
merely by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine book by its
include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth
sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Tiffany Hernandez:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Acquiring Culture (Psychology Revivals): Cross Cultural Studies in Child Development offer you a new
experience in looking at a book.
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Steven Young:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This Acquiring Culture (Psychology Revivals): Cross
Cultural Studies in Child Development can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one
book you have factor that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have Acquiring
Culture (Psychology Revivals): Cross Cultural Studies in Child Development.
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