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Consciousness is arguably the most important interdisciplinary area in
contemporary philosophy of mind, with an explosion of research over the past
thirty years from philosophers, psychologists, and scientists. It is also perhaps the
most puzzling aspect of the world despite the fact that it is familiar to each of us.
Consciousness also seems resistant to any straightforward physical explanation.

This book introduces readers to the contemporary problem of consciousness,
providing a clear introduction to the overall landscape and a fair-minded critical
survey of various theories of consciousness. Beginning with essential historical
background to the problem of consciousness, Rocco Gennaro explores the
following key topics and debates:

the metaphysical problem of consciousness, including varieties of dualism and●

materialism;
consciousness and neuroscience, particularly the question of whether●

consciousness can be reduced to brain activity or attentional mechanisms;
representational and cognitive theories of consciousness;●

consciousness and psychopathology;●

animals, machines, and consciousness.●

Extensive use is made of interesting phenomena throughout the book, ranging
from blindsight, synaesthesia, and change blindness to phantom limb syndrome,
split-brain cases, and dissociative identity disorder (DID).
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The inclusion of chapter summaries, annotated further reading, and a glossary
make this book essential reading for anyone seeking a clear and informative
overview of the problem of consciousness, not only in philosophy but related
fields such as psychology and cognitive science.
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Consciousness is arguably the most important interdisciplinary area in contemporary philosophy of mind,
with an explosion of research over the past thirty years from philosophers, psychologists, and scientists. It is
also perhaps the most puzzling aspect of the world despite the fact that it is familiar to each of us.
Consciousness also seems resistant to any straightforward physical explanation.

This book introduces readers to the contemporary problem of consciousness, providing a clear introduction
to the overall landscape and a fair-minded critical survey of various theories of consciousness. Beginning
with essential historical background to the problem of consciousness, Rocco Gennaro explores the following
key topics and debates:

the metaphysical problem of consciousness, including varieties of dualism and materialism;●

consciousness and neuroscience, particularly the question of whether consciousness can be reduced to brain●

activity or attentional mechanisms;
representational and cognitive theories of consciousness;●

consciousness and psychopathology;●

animals, machines, and consciousness.●

Extensive use is made of interesting phenomena throughout the book, ranging from blindsight, synaesthesia,
and change blindness to phantom limb syndrome, split-brain cases, and dissociative identity disorder (DID).

The inclusion of chapter summaries, annotated further reading, and a glossary make this book essential
reading for anyone seeking a clear and informative overview of the problem of consciousness, not only in
philosophy but related fields such as psychology and cognitive science.
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Editorial Review

Review

'Consciousness is one of the central issues in philosophy of mind, and Rocco Gennaro’s book is a
terrific introduction to the topic for graduate students and upper-level undergraduates. Indeed,
anyone interested in consciousness or the mind is sure to learn much from it.' - Jacob Berger, Idaho
State University, USA

'Drawing on a vast array of interdisciplinary sources, Gennaro shows how issues concerning
consciousness intersect with a number of topics of contemporary concern - from selfhood to
psychopathology, from animals to machines. Perfect for any reader looking for an accessible and
comprehensive introduction to the debate about consciousness!' - Amy Kind, Claremont McKenna
College, USA

'A clear, helpful and well-organized tour of the central issues that concern consciousness. Gennaro
covers a broad range of theories - all of which are the basis of current research - in a way that is
accessible to undergraduates. This is a great textbook for teaching, and an essential introduction to the
subject of consciousness.' - Nico Orlandi, University of California at Santa Cruz, USA

'This is an excellent introduction to the topic of consciousness, providing an exciting tour through a
wide range of topics of contemporary interest. It is accessible and highly readable, and at the same
time rigorous and empirically informed. It is well suited for advanced undergraduate students,
graduate students, researchers, or anyone who wants to get up to speed on the cutting edge of
consciousness research.' - Angela Mendelovici, University of Western Ontario, Canada

About the Author

Rocco J. Gennaro is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Southern Indiana, USA. His most recent
books are The Consciousness Paradox: Consciousness, Concepts, and Higher-Order Thoughts (2012) and
Disturbed Consciousness: New Essays on Psychopathologies and Theories of Consciousness (2015).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shari Yung:

In other case, little persons like to read book Consciousness (New Problems of Philosophy). You can choose
the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book
Consciousness (New Problems of Philosophy). You can add expertise and of course you can around the
world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to
know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You
may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.
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Alan Johnson:

The reserve with title Consciousness (New Problems of Philosophy) has lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the information
that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out
how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of the the
positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Maryann Warren:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent
the whole day to reading a e-book. The book Consciousness (New Problems of Philosophy) it is rather good
to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this
book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore
quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.

Valerie Beauchamp:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This publication Consciousness (New Problems of Philosophy) was filled concerning science.
Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has
distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a
reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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