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This multidisciplinary collection explores three key concepts underpinning
psychiatry—explanation, phenomenology, and nosology—and their continuing
relevance in an age of neuroimaging and genetic analysis.

An introduction by Kenneth S. Kendler lays out the philosophical grounding of
psychiatric practice. The first section addresses the concept of explanation, from
the difficulties in describing complex behavior to the categorization of
psychological and biological causality. In the second section, contributors discuss
experience, including the complex and vexing issue of how self-agency and free
will affect mental health. The third and final section examines the organizational
difficulties in psychiatric nosology and the instability of the existing diagnostic
system. Each chapter has both an introduction by the editors and a concluding
comment by another of the book’s contributors.Contributors: John Campbell,
Ph.D.; Thomas Fuchs, M.D., Ph.D.; Shaun Gallagher, Ph.D.; Kenneth S.
Kendler, M.D.; Sandra D. Mitchell, Ph.D.; Dominic P. Murphy, Ph.D.; Josef
Parnas, M.D., Dr.Med.Sci.; Louis A. Sass, Ph.D.; Kenneth F. Schaffner, M.D.,
Ph.D.; James F. Woodward, Ph.D.; Peter Zachar, Ph.D.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This is a serious and important book... it is certainly one that researchers, scholars and anyone involved in
trying to explain the nature of psychiatric disorders to a skeptical audience ought to read."

(British Journal of Psychiatry)

"This book asks the right questions, and sends us in the right direction."

(S. Nassir Ghaemi, M.D., M.A., M.P.H. Metapsychology)

"A good collection of papers... Will be of most interest to specialists in the area of philosophy of psychiatry
(and to philosophers of mind and psychology)"

(Rachel Cooper Metapsychology)

"Kendler and Parnas undertake this exploration in a readable, cogent manner in Philosophical Issues in
Psychiatry... The authors go to great lengths to ensure that the book is accessible for those with a limited
background in philosophy."

(Geoffrey Neimark, M.D. American Journal of Psychiatry)

"Few books on psychiatry explore with seriousness and clarity the difficult problems of explanation,
scientific description, and causality. This one does. The introductions are like having an articulate and patient
professor at your shoulder. The material is discussed by first-rate people in their fields, and the commentaries
prevent the discussion from becoming static or predictable. I hope this sophisticated book will be read widely
and considered carefully."

(John Z. Sadler, M.D., editor of Descriptions and Prescriptions: Values, Mental Disorders, and the DSMs)

From the Back Cover

This multidisciplinary collection explores three key concepts underpinning psychiatry?explanation,
phenomenology, and nosology?and their continuing relevance in an age of neuroimaging and genetic
analysis.

This book opens with Dr. Kenneth S. Kendler’s introduction to the philosophical grounding of psychiatric
practice. Chapters in the first section of the book then address the concept of explanation, from the
difficulties in describing complex behavior to the categorization of psychological and biological causality. In
the second section, contributors discuss experience, including the complex and vexing issue of how self-
agency and free will affect mental health. The third and final section examines the organizational difficulties
in psychiatric nosology and the instability of the existing diagnostic system. Each chapter includes both an
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introduction by the editors and a concluding comment by another of the book’s contributors.

Contributors: John Campbell, PhD; Thomas Fuchs, MD, PhD; Shaun Gallagher, PhD; Kenneth S. Kendler,
MD; Sandra D. Mitchell, PhD; Dominic P. Murphy, PhD; Josef Parnas, MD, DrMedSci; Louis A. Sass, PhD;
Kenneth F. Schaffner, MD, PhD; James F. Woodward, PhD; Peter Zachar, PhD

"This is a serious and important book... it is certainly one that researchers, scholars and anyone involved in
trying to explain the nature of psychiatric disorders to a skeptical audience ought to read."? British Journal of
Psychiatry

Kenneth S. Kendler, MD, is the Rachel Brown Banks Distinguished Professor of Psychiatry at the Medical
College of Virginia, where he is also a professor of human genetics and the director of the Virginia Institute
for Psychiatric and Behavioral Genetics. He is the author of  Genes, Environment, and Psychopathology.
Josef Parnas, MD, DrMedSci, is a professor of psychiatry and the consultant medical director for the
Department of Psychiatry at Copenhagen University. He is the codirector of the National Danish Research
Foundation's Center for Subjectivity Research.

About the Author

Kenneth S. Kendler, MD, is the Rachel Brown Banks Distinguished Professor of Psychiatry at the Medical
College of Virginia, where he is also a professor of human genetics and the director of the Virginia Institute
for Psychiatric and Behavioral Genetics. He is the author of Genes, Environment, and Psychopathology.
Josef Parnas, MD, DrMedSci, is a professor of psychiatry and the consultant medical director for the
Department of Psychiatry at Copenhagen University. He is the codirector of the National Danish Research
Foundation's Center for Subjectivity Research.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Rohan:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Philosophical Issues in Psychiatry. Try to face the book Philosophical Issues
in Psychiatry as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you really feel alone and
beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The
book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we need to
make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Christian Fowler:

With other case, little folks like to read book Philosophical Issues in Psychiatry. You can choose the best
book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any book Philosophical
Issues in Psychiatry. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely
right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you can
be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book
as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the
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library. Let's study.

Raymond Simmons:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Philosophical Issues in Psychiatry is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
want in this era.

Craig Duran:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Philosophical
Issues in Psychiatry suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this era. Often the
book untitled Philosophical Issues in Psychiatryis the main of several books which everyone read now. This
kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age
that you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can
easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about
this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world on this book.
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