
Read and Download Ebook Satanic Alchemy: Atrocities Of Gilles De Rais PDF Public Ebook Library

Satanic Alchemy: Atrocities Of Gilles de Rais

From Brand: Sun Vision Press

Satanic Alchemy: Atrocities Of Gilles de Rais From Brand: Sun Vision Press

The spectre of Gilles de Rais, satanist and child-killer, eclipses French history
like a dark star. A fallen general, once the champion of Jeanne d'Arc, de Rais'
riches and experimentations led him to the very gates of Hell. The juxtaposition
of de Rais' obscene crimes and insidious aristocratic glamour lodges him in our
minds as some kind of medieaval Hannibal Lecter, and he is indeed believed to
be the inspiration behind Perrault's classic fairytale of the serial wife-killer
Bluebeard. SATANIC ALCHEMY is a testament to the enduring legend of
Gilles de Rais and his status in the popular imagination as history's first ever
Devil-worshipping serial killer. With essays from some of the most fertile
imaginations of recent centuries - including J-K Huysmans, Georges Bataille and
Valentine Penrose - as well as a complete chronology and register of people and
places in de Rais' brief but cataclysmic existence, this book is a rich evocation of
the perversely seductive aura, the satanic allure of the most intriguing figure in
the annals of mass murder. Parts of this book previously appeared in Dark Star
(Creation Books, 2005).
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The spectre of Gilles de Rais, satanist and child-killer, eclipses French history like a dark star. A fallen
general, once the champion of Jeanne d'Arc, de Rais' riches and experimentations led him to the very gates of
Hell. The juxtaposition of de Rais' obscene crimes and insidious aristocratic glamour lodges him in our
minds as some kind of medieaval Hannibal Lecter, and he is indeed believed to be the inspiration behind
Perrault's classic fairytale of the serial wife-killer Bluebeard. SATANIC ALCHEMY is a testament to the
enduring legend of Gilles de Rais and his status in the popular imagination as history's first ever Devil-
worshipping serial killer. With essays from some of the most fertile imaginations of recent centuries -
including J-K Huysmans, Georges Bataille and Valentine Penrose - as well as a complete chronology and
register of people and places in de Rais' brief but cataclysmic existence, this book is a rich evocation of the
perversely seductive aura, the satanic allure of the most intriguing figure in the annals of mass murder. Parts
of this book previously appeared in Dark Star (Creation Books, 2005).
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Editorial Review

Review
"Gilles de Rais - one of the most glorious, sinister, enigmatic figures in all European history." -- Henry
Miller

About the Author
Candice Black was born in England and graduated from Warwick University. She specialises in Surrealist
studies and history.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
Satanic Alchemy is a testament to the enduring myth of Gilles de Rais and his fantastic, if actually less
frightening alter ego, Barbe-Bleue, and the way in which the two have fused in the popular imagination of
centuries. The spectre of de Rais/Bluebeard has permeated French (and to a lesser degree pan-European)
consciousness to almost as great an extent as that of the Marquis de Sade, to the point where Jules Michelet,
in his History Of The French Revolution, could declare: "Societies perish under atrocity, the Middles Ages
by a Gilles de Retz; the old order by de Sade, high priest of assassins”. This fascination applies equally to
literature; of the surrealists, Georges Bataille in particular engaged with de Rais, closely examining his case
in The Trial Of Gilles de Rais (1965), while Antonin Artaud in the first manifesto of his Theatre Of Cruelty
(1932) saw in a putative reconstruction of the Bluebeard story the chance for a "new notion of eroticism and
cruelty”. While Bataille's interests remain historical and anthropological, the story of Gilles de Rais has
attracted as many novelists as historians, drawn to the mythopoeic aura of this most enigmatic of mass-
murderers. The first notable literary advocate of Gilles de Rais remains J-K Huysmans, famous for his novel
A Rebours and its quintessential decadent, Des Esseintes. Huysmans' later novel La-Bas (1891), a virtual
apology for Satanism, is threaded by a version of the de Rais story as narrated by the book's protagonist,
Durtal. Punctuated by the author's own poetic interventions, this account depicts de Rais as an arch-decadent
beset by demonic visions and ravening sexual manias - "the 15th century Des Esseintes”. The most
intriguing entry in Satanic Alchemy must be the first ever English translation of Huysmans' pamphlet La
Sorcellerie En Poitou (also known as La Magie En Poitou), published in 1897 in a limited edition for private
circulation only. Described by Huysmans as a reductionist, non-fiction version of La-Bas, it demonstrates the
ongoing fascination exerted by de Rais over the author. Satanic Alchemy continues with three more views of
de Rais by notable, but very differing, authors: Valentine Penrose, Sabine Baring-Gould, and Georges
Bataille. Beautifully translated from the original French by Alexander Trocchi, Valentine Penrose's
evocation of the de Rais legend is taken from The Bloody Countess (1952), her classic account of Elizabeth
Bathory. Pitched as a black satanic fairytale ...

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nicole Garner:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important usually. The book Satanic Alchemy: Atrocities Of Gilles de
Rais had been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information.
It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book Satanic Alchemy: Atrocities Of Gilles de Rais is not only
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giving you considerably more new information but also being your friend when you experience bored. You
can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book Satanic
Alchemy: Atrocities Of Gilles de Rais. You never sense lose out for everything should you read some books.

Erin Weiss:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an individual is
you don't know which you should start with. This Satanic Alchemy: Atrocities Of Gilles de Rais is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish
in this era.

Alice Rodriguez:

Beside this kind of Satanic Alchemy: Atrocities Of Gilles de Rais in your phone, it might give you a way to
get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh
from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good
thing to have Satanic Alchemy: Atrocities Of Gilles de Rais because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't
happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from at this
point!

Virginia Doak:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Satanic Alchemy: Atrocities Of Gilles de
Rais to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is developing when
you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about
book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and go through it.
Beside that the book Satanic Alchemy: Atrocities Of Gilles de Rais can to be your new friend when you're
truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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