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Superhero origin stories show us how the character becomes both super as well
as a hero, and ultimately highlight the character’s humanity, even those
superheroes that aren’t human. In Superhero Origins: What Makes Superheroes
Tick and Why We Care,  Dr. Rosenberg explores the importance of origin stories
in what they tell us about the characters, and about real people. She reveals the
origins stories of seven superheroes, how those stories have evolved over time,
and what they can tell us about ourselves. With a foreword by comic book writer
and editor Tom DeFalco.

“Dr. Rosenberg explores the lives of our favorite superheroes through a
psychological lens, and reveals aspects of their origins that even their creators
hadn't always understood.” –Paul Levitz, comic book writer and former Publisher
and President of DC Comics.

“In Superhero Origins: What Makes Superheroes Tick and Why We Care,  Dr.
Robin Rosenberg incisively gets to the emotional heart of why we relate so
strongly to superheroes. By explaining the deeper psychological meanings of the
origin-determined motivations of characters such as Batman, Spider-Man, and
Buffy the Vampire Slayer, Rosenberg shows how and why these pop icons
resonate with their fans across decades and cultures.” —Danny Fingeroth, author
of Superman on the Couch: What Superheroes Really Tell Us About Ourselves
and Our Society

“In Superhero Origins Rosenberg does something remarkable: She gets under the
cowl of the superhero and reveals how superheroes help us understand ourselves.
Informed by theory and research, Superhero Origins both analyzes the superhero
and gives us the tools to analyze our own origin stories.” –Peter Coogan, author
of Superhero: The Secret Origin of a Genre.

Robin S. Rosenberg is a clinical psychologist; she writes about superheroes and
other popular culture figures and the psychological phenomena their stories
reveal. She is author of What’s the Matter With Batman? An Unauthorized
Clinical Look Under the Mask of the Caped Crusader as well as college-level
psychology textbooks. She is editor of: Psychology of Superheroes; Psychology
of the Girl With the Dragon Tattoo; Our Superheroes, Ourselves; What Is a
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Superhero?.  She is also series editor of the Superhero series by Oxford
University Press. She has been featured in various media including the Wall
Street Journal, Slate, Esquire, the New York Times, NPR, Pacific Standard, the
History Channel, the Discovery Channel, Huffington Post, Psychology Today,
and the Superheroes documentary.
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Superhero origin stories show us how the character becomes both super as well as a hero, and ultimately
highlight the character’s humanity, even those superheroes that aren’t human. In Superhero Origins: What
Makes Superheroes Tick and Why We Care,  Dr. Rosenberg explores the importance of origin stories in what
they tell us about the characters, and about real people. She reveals the origins stories of seven superheroes,
how those stories have evolved over time, and what they can tell us about ourselves. With a foreword by
comic book writer and editor Tom DeFalco.

“Dr. Rosenberg explores the lives of our favorite superheroes through a psychological lens, and reveals
aspects of their origins that even their creators hadn't always understood.” –Paul Levitz, comic book writer
and former Publisher and President of DC Comics.

“In Superhero Origins: What Makes Superheroes Tick and Why We Care,  Dr. Robin Rosenberg incisively
gets to the emotional heart of why we relate so strongly to superheroes. By explaining the deeper
psychological meanings of the origin-determined motivations of characters such as Batman, Spider-Man, and
Buffy the Vampire Slayer, Rosenberg shows how and why these pop icons resonate with their fans across
decades and cultures.” —Danny Fingeroth, author of Superman on the Couch: What Superheroes Really Tell
Us About Ourselves and Our Society

“In Superhero Origins Rosenberg does something remarkable: She gets under the cowl of the superhero and
reveals how superheroes help us understand ourselves. Informed by theory and research, Superhero Origins
both analyzes the superhero and gives us the tools to analyze our own origin stories.” –Peter Coogan, author
of Superhero: The Secret Origin of a Genre.

Robin S. Rosenberg is a clinical psychologist; she writes about superheroes and other popular culture figures
and the psychological phenomena their stories reveal. She is author of What’s the Matter With Batman? An
Unauthorized Clinical Look Under the Mask of the Caped Crusader as well as college-level psychology
textbooks. She is editor of: Psychology of Superheroes; Psychology of the Girl With the Dragon Tattoo; Our
Superheroes, Ourselves; What Is a Superhero?.  She is also series editor of the Superhero series by Oxford
University Press. She has been featured in various media including the Wall Street Journal, Slate, Esquire,
the New York Times, NPR, Pacific Standard, the History Channel, the Discovery Channel, Huffington Post,
Psychology Today, and the Superheroes documentary.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Robin S. Rosenberg is a clinical psychologist; she writes about superheroes and other popular culture figures
and the psychological phenomena their stories reveal. She is author of What’s the Matter With Batman? An
Unauthorized Clinical Look Under the Mask of the Caped Crusader as well as college-level psychology
textbooks. She is editor of: Psychology of Superheroes; Psychology of the Girl With the Dragon Tattoo; Our
Superheroes, Ourselves; What Is a Superhero?. She is also series editor of the Superhero series by Oxford
University Press. She has been featured in various media including the Wall Street Journal, Slate, Esquire,
the New York Times, NPR, Pacific Standard, the History Channel, the Discovery Channel, Huffington Post,
Psychology Today, and the Superheroes documentary.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Floretta Simmons:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a guide. The book Superhero Origins: What Makes Superheroes Tick and Why We
Care it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying
reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book.
You can m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this
book provides high quality.

Douglas Leverette:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Superhero Origins: What Makes
Superheroes Tick and Why We Care that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then
how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person
but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good
habit, you could pick Superhero Origins: What Makes Superheroes Tick and Why We Care become your
personal starter.

Beatrice Flanagan:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are
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related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One
of many books in the top record in your reading list is Superhero Origins: What Makes Superheroes Tick and
Why We Care. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Michael Marx:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Superhero Origins: What Makes Superheroes
Tick and Why We Care was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
Superhero Origins: What Makes Superheroes Tick and Why We Care has many kinds or variety. Start from
kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are
the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel
happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.
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