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"Boal and his work are marvelous examples of the post-modern situation-its
problems and its opportunities. Twice exiled, Boal is 'at home' now wherever he
finds himself to be. He makes a skeptical, comic, inquisitive and finally
optimistic theatre involving spectators and performers in the search for
community and integrity. This is a good book to be used even more than to be
read." - Richard Schechner

"Augusto Boal's achievement is so remarkable, so original and so
groundbreaking that I have no hesitation in describing the book as the most
important theoretical work in the theatre in modern times - a statement I make
with having suffered any memory lapse with respect to Stanislavsky, Artaud or
Grotowski." - Goerge E. Wellwarth

Originally basing himself at the Arena Stage in Sao Paolo, Brazil, Augusto Boal
developed a series of imaginative theatre exercises which promote awareness of
one's social situation and its limitations, individual attitudes, and even how our
bodies are bound by tradition. Boal is continued his explorations in Paris, where
he directed Le CEDITADE (Centre d'Etude et de Diffusion des Techniques
Actives d'Expression - Methode Boal), in addition to traveling and lecturing
extensively in other countries. On May 2, 2009, Boal died at age 78 in Rio de
Janeiro.
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"Boal and his work are marvelous examples of the post-modern situation-its problems and its opportunities.
Twice exiled, Boal is 'at home' now wherever he finds himself to be. He makes a skeptical, comic, inquisitive
and finally optimistic theatre involving spectators and performers in the search for community and integrity.
This is a good book to be used even more than to be read." - Richard Schechner

"Augusto Boal's achievement is so remarkable, so original and so groundbreaking that I have no hesitation in
describing the book as the most important theoretical work in the theatre in modern times - a statement I
make with having suffered any memory lapse with respect to Stanislavsky, Artaud or Grotowski." - Goerge
E. Wellwarth

Originally basing himself at the Arena Stage in Sao Paolo, Brazil, Augusto Boal developed a series of
imaginative theatre exercises which promote awareness of one's social situation and its limitations,
individual attitudes, and even how our bodies are bound by tradition. Boal is continued his explorations in
Paris, where he directed Le CEDITADE (Centre d'Etude et de Diffusion des Techniques Actives
d'Expression - Methode Boal), in addition to traveling and lecturing extensively in other countries. On May
2, 2009, Boal died at age 78 in Rio de Janeiro.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Is the fundamental relationship between an actor and an audience an equal and active one, or is it a situation
that encourages passivity and division? This is the question at the heart of Augusto Boal's revolutionary
Theatre of the Oppressed, originally published in 1979. Boal, a Brazilian artist and activist, has written a
work that challenges the very premise of Western theater, starting with Aristotle and the first dramatists, and
explores what social constructs lie behind the traditional theater form. Then, having explained such often
invoked (but rarely scrutinized) terms as imitation, tragedy, and justice, he puts forward a new type of drama
that bridges the long-existing gap between theater and politics. Central to his thesis is an attempt to bring
spectators into an active role with the drama, encouraging them to comment on the social situations they see
presented and suggest potentials for change. Other chapters explore the writings of Hegel and Brecht, along
with a lengthy analysis of one of the most profound political thinkers to ever pen a play, Machiavelli and his
bitter comedy Mandragola. Boal's book is a challenging one for American actors often politically naive and
heavily schooled in the traditions of Stanislavsky-based "naturalism," but this text is vital reading for
activists, progressives, and all artists trying to effect social change. --John Longenbaugh

Review
'One of the most revered figures in world theatre ... the liberation theologian of theatre.' The Guardian
'Should be read by everyone in the world of theatre who has any pretensions at all to political commitment.'
John Arden'So remarkable, so original and so ground-breaking that I have no hesitation in describing the
book as the most important theoretical work on the theatre in modern times.' George Wellwarth

About the Author
Augusto Boal is a renowned dramatist and the author of several works on politics and theatre. He lives in
Brazil.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Campbell:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer
that question mainly because just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of Theatre of the
Oppressed to read.

Terry Matlock:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
any time those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
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which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Theatre of the Oppressed as your daily resource
information.

Linda Matthews:

This Theatre of the Oppressed is great reserve for you because the content that is full of information for you
who else always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. That book reveal it details
accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that
hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky
core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Theatre of the Oppressed in your hand like
finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer
you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good
reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Jason Young:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. With this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search
of the Theatre of the Oppressed when you needed it?
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