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With their best-selling astronomy textbook, UNIVERSE: SOLAR SYSTEM,
STARS, AND GALAXIES, authors Mike Seeds and Dana Backman help you
understand your place in the universe--not just your location in space but your
role in the unfolding history of the physical universe. To achieve this goal, the
authors focus on two central questions: "What Are We?" which highlights your
place as a planet dweller in an evolving universe, guiding you to better
understand where we came from and how we formed; and "How Do We Know?"
which provides insights into how the process of science can teach us more about
what we are.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Michael A. Seeds has been Professor of Physics and Astronomy at Franklin and Marshall (F&M) College in
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, since 1970. In 1989, he received F&M College's Lindback Award for
Distinguished Teaching. Seeds' love for the history of astronomy led him to create upper-level courses on
Archaeoastronomy and Changing Concepts of the Universe. His research interests focus on variable stars and
the automation of astronomical telescopes. Mike is coauthor with Dana Backman and Michele Montgomery
of HORIZONS HYBRID: EXPLORING THE UNIVERSE, Thirteenth Edition, and UNIVERSE HYBRID:
SOLAR SYSTEM, STARS AND GALAXIES, Eighth Edition, both published by Cengage Learning. He
was Senior Consultant in the creation of the twenty-six-episode telecourse accompanying the book
HORIZONS: EXPLORING THE UNIVERSE, Twelfth Edition.

Dana Backman works for the SETI Institute of Mountain View, California, as director of outreach for the
SOFIA (Stratospheric Observatory for Infrared Astronomy) mission at NASA's Ames Research Center. He
also teaches introductory astronomy, astrobiology, and cosmology courses in Stanford University's
Continuing Studies Program. From 1991 to 2003, he taught in the physics and astronomy department at
Franklin and Marshall College in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, where he invented and taught a Life in the
Universe course in the interdisciplinary Foundations program. Dr. Backman's research interests focus on
infrared observations of planet formation, models of debris disks around nearby stars, and evolution of the
solar system's Kuiper Belt. With Mike Seeds, he also coauthored HORIZONS: EXPLORING THE
UNIVERSE, Twelfth Edition (2012); UNIVERSE: SOLAR SYSTEMS, STARS, AND GALAXIES,
Seventh Edition (2012); and FOUNDATIONS OF ASTRONOMY (2013), all published by Cengage
Learning. Dr. Backman earned his bachelor's degree from Massachusetts Institute of Technology and his
doctorate from the University of Hawai'i.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shirley Smith:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Universe: Solar
System, Stars, and Galaxies? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend
your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion
or you have different opinion?

Timothy Larios:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Universe: Solar System,
Stars, and Galaxies that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then how they react in
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the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular
person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you may pick Universe: Solar System, Stars, and Galaxies become your
current starter.

Anthony Collins:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books.
Among the books in the top record in your reading list will be Universe: Solar System, Stars, and Galaxies.
This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious
person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Chuck Deschenes:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
With the book Universe: Solar System, Stars, and Galaxies we can consider more advantage. Don't that you
be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Just choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book Universe: Solar System, Stars,
and Galaxies. You can more desirable than now.
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